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Why: Count Bicyclists?

City, of Chicago's Bike 2015 Plan (2006)
Planigeals

» 10 Increase bicycle use

S0, that 5 percent offall trips
less than five milesiare by,
bicycle
a Toireduce the number of
bicyclist injuries
by 50 percent from current
levels
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Automated vs. Manual Counts

Manuzal Bike Counts

s Conducted annually until' 2003

u Bicyclist characteristics

= Peak-hour counts
AutomatediCounts

u 24-hour (or longer) counts

s Comparable te: motor: vehicle counts
u Newitechnology,
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Chicago Bicycle Count Project

Project Purpose
Methodoelogy:

Tirial Results

2009 Citywide Counts
l'ong Tiermi Plans
@uestions

d Pedestriar e
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Why Count Bicyclists?

Bikel 2015 Plan

Chapter 1, Objective 5 —“Help current and
potential bicyclists choose safe, convenient
routes.”

» Strategy 5.2 — Collect data to identify popular
bikeways and the impact of the Bike 2015 Plan.
strategies. Data needs include bike counts on reads
andltrails, counts before and: aftera bikeway/is:
constructed, andi surveysito determine what facilities
would have the greatest use.
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Eco-Counter

Tested Eco-Counter’s Selective Pneumatic Tiubes
throughout the summer of 2008
—
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Trial Locations

Existing Bike Wells Street Existing Marked Shared Lane - Lincoln Avenue
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Trial Locations Trial Locations

Existing Bus/Bike Lane — Milwaukee Avenue Shared Roadway ~ Orleans Street

trian Task Force: Bicycle and Pedestrian Task Force
o Metropolitan Agency,for Planning March 174, 2010 Chicago Metropolitan Agency,for Planning March 174, 2010

Trial MGthOdOlOgy Tube length findilseSt ReSUItS

Peak: hour, 24-hour and 48-hour: tests Explanation of errors
Simultaneousimanual countsiandivideo Location

Standard traffic'counting tubes Simultaneous cressings
Variationiin tube Iength Test #2 . Marked Shared Lanes P.M.

2123 N. Lincoln Ave., Northbound
Tuesday, 6/17/2008
Weather. 75 Degrees, Scattered Clouds

A

Time Manual Counts|_Short + Accuracy | Long
4:15 p.m. 15 40.00%
4:30 p.m. -17.39%
445 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
515 p.m.
530 p.m.
545 p.m.
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Bike Lanes A.M.

910 N. Wells St., Southbound
Thursday , 6/19/2008

Weather 6167 Degrees, Partly Cloudy

B
Short Tubes |+ Accuracy | Long Tubes | s Accuracy |
56 - n 26.79%
26.19%
56.34%
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2009 Citywide Bicycle Counts

29 individualicountsiat 26 unigue locations
24-hour: counts

» Separatediintol 15-minute intervals

May: 2009 — November 2009

Existing bike lanes or marked shared/lanes
Mirrored the 2006 citywide ADT project
Sporadic manual checks
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Chicago @ Bishop
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48-Hour Tests

Short tubes only
Manual countsiduring all peak hour periods

Lincoln Avenue, Southbound
709008 - 711108

ck Manual Counts| Box A
7 B4

294

161

heck # 54
otal Checks 07
Total Count
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Benchmarking Counts
High Count =

3,121 Bicyclists @

640/641 N. Milwaukee

Low Count =

10 Bicyclists @

8216/8215 S. Damen
Average Count =

476 Bicyclists

Final report expected by,
Bike to Work Day
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Highi=

21.9% Bicyclists @
640 N. Milwaukee
Low =

0.10% @

8216 S. Damen
Average =

3.05%
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Long Term Plans

Annual counts at benchmarking|locations
Beforeiand after counts at new: bikeway/locations
Annual cordenicounts
Tiest other Eco-Counter products

= WWW.ECO-COUnter-com

Inductive Loop Sensor

Fo
 for. Planning

Questions?
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Mike Amsden, AICP.
michael.amsden@tylin.com
mike.amsden@cityofchicago.org
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